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Common names 
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Introduction FishBase 

Most people only know the common names of fish. Hence, FishBase would not be complete 

without including the common names. 

An overview of the coverage of common 

names in FishBase, shown as percentage of 

four major language groupings. 
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Common names in FishBase (1) FishBase 
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Languages FishBase 

© www.pr-squared.com 

I’ve seen a beautiful 

fish last week 

C’était quelle espèce? 

 .هو ب لم يمكن أن يعيّن هو

вы должны попытаться FishBase 

для того чтобы искать для больше 

информации. 

Languages are checked with 

www.ethnologue.com, a huge 

database with all languages of the 

world. 
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Languages 

Common names are available for 387 different languages. 

© InterSol, Inc. 

© www.udon.de 

Most represented languages in 

FishBase are: English, Spanish, 

French, Portuguese, Japanese, 

German, Malay, Afrikaans, 

Polish and Arabic. 
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Languages FishBase 

There are 5 different language types in FishBase: 

1) FAO: official names used by the 

FAO (English, French, Spanish). 

2) AFS: official names used by the 

AFS – American Fisheries Society 

(English). 

3) vernacular: common names used in that particular country. 

a) Official languages of the country. 

b) Not official languages of the country. 

c) Dead languages of the country. 

© www.travelblog.org © www.seaquarium.com 
4) market: market names used in that 

particular country. 

5) aquarium: names used in the 

aquarium hobby. 
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Common names FishBase 

© McClure’s Guide Services 

Some additional data on the common name is available in FishBase. 

1) Country and locality: information in which 

country the name is used; if possible an exact 

locality is given too. 

2) Reference: the reference which used that 

particular common name. 

3) Life stage: the life stage of the species for 

which that common name is used (eggs, 

larvae, juveniles, adults,…). 

4) Sex: the sex of the fish to which the 

common name refers. 
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Etymology FishBase 

Etymology: This is the study of the origin of words. 

(1) core: it describes the core of the name. 

(2) 1st modifier. 

(3) 2nd modifier. 

e.g. Australian  unicorn - cod                                      Bregmaceros nectabanus Whitley, 1941 

© Bernd Ueberschaer 
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© CIA World Fact Book 
© CSIRO 

core name 

1st modifier 

2nd modifier 
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Etymology 

Etymology – The origin of words can be based on different possibilites. In FishBase there are 

some choices, expanded from Foale (1998). 

1) primary lexeme – the name describes nothing. 

2) morphology. 

3) color pattern. 

4) behavior. 

5) habitat / ecology. 

6) taste / smell. 

7) person (generic / eponym). 

8) other fish. 

9) non-fish animal. 

10) plant. 

11) inanimate object. 

12) affinity. 

13) locality / area. 

14) size. 

15) abundance. 

e.g. Atlantic bluefin tuna                                                   Thunnus thynnus (Linnaeus, 1758) 

core name: primary lexeme 

1st modifier: color pattern 

2nd modifier: locality / area 

© Greenpeace / Gavin Newman 
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Common names in FishBase (2) 

Information on common names is language specific. Just a little part (<20%) of the common 

names has been checked. 

- FAO names are checked against Negedly (1990). 

- AFS names are checked against Robins et al. (1991). 

- About 50 collaborators helped to check names in different languages, 

including FishBase staff (English, German, French, Dutch). 

FishBase hopes that collaborators who speak languages other than English will help in (1) 

checking the common names, and (2) deciphering the meanings of common names. 

© USGS 
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Common names in FishBase (2) 

How to generate a list with common names on the DVD-version of FishBase? 

- A list of common names and local knowledge is 

available by species or by language in the 

‘Reports’ section accessible from the ‘Main Menu’. 

- Also a routine is available from the ‘User 

Databases’ button in FishBase Advanced, which 

deals with a user database on local names. 
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© Mark Parisi 
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